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Letter from the Secretary-General 

Eminent participants of Şahinkaya MUN Training 2018, 

It is with utmost pleasure to welcome you all to the first all-inclusive session of Şahinkaya 

Training 2018. Organized by one of the most well-known high school MUN clubs in Turkey, 

we believe that each conference is a story its participants will be able to tell. With this aim in 

mind, we work as hard as you can imagine for providing you the best academic and 

organizational experience. This time, our organization team is led by lovely Ms. Sıla Erdem, 

ready to deliver you the usual excellence of our glory. 

A few years ago, a wise man told me that the history is now the way it is because of the ones 

who stayed silent. The ones who were too afraid to speak up shaped our roots. However, in 

my humble opinion, the principles of history are capable of evolving. Personally, since then, I 

wanted to welcome an ever-evolving history by speaking up and standing out. Thus, I wanted 

to make sure that I was heard, and MUN gave me just that. This is the reason this platform is 

so special for me and I hope will be for you as well. This generation and century needs people 

like us; who are not afraid to oppose or to support, who are not afraid to stand up and make 

themselves heard, and who are not afraid to change or at least shape the world in their own 

pretty way. 

In this edition of our “special committee”, we will be simulating a Futuristic Inter-Korean 

Summit. These two once-unified countries make most of the headlines for diplomatic articles, 

and represent an interesting situation. I personally want to thank the Under-Secretary-General 

responsible for this committee, Ms. Sıla Erdem who is also our head of organization team, for 

her amazing effort throughout the making of this committee. Without her, even the idea of 

this committee wouldn’t be possible.  

Lastly, remember to stand out and be unique. Let the history be ever-evolving, in your own 

understanding of it. Şahinkaya glory welcomes you back! 

Yours truly, 

Selin Ayaz 

Secretary-General of Şahinkaya Training 2018 
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Letter from the Committee Board 

Esteemed participants, 

It is with absolute privilege that we welcome you all to the Futuristic Inter-Korean Summit 

committee of Şahinkaya MUN Training 2018. 

This year is the first time that Şahinkaya MUN family is welcoming delegates from Bursa for 

a Training conference. Before this year we used to organize Training Conferences just for our 

school but this year our team decided to make a big difference. As you can imagine we are 

very excited just like you. 

Futuristic Inter-Korean Summit is a bureaucratical and political committee that is apt for 

delegates with real abilities of politics. In this committee, you will be challenged with 

extream crisis, harsh debates and your minds. We tried our best for this committee so we are 

expecting it to be the best of its time. Overall, as the prestigious cabinet members of 

Futuristic Inter-Korean Summit, you are in charge of defending your countries interests and 

represent them in the best way you can. 

Before finalizing our speech, we would like to thank Ms. Selin Ayaz, our venerable observers 

Mrs. Emel Güceyü, Mr. Eser Cömertler and Mrs. Gülderen Akbulut, without whom we could 

not be able to make this conference become alive. We wish you encounter great friends and 

high-quality debates during the conference. 

Kind Regards, 

Atahan Akçalı 

Sıla Erdem 
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I. Introduction 

From the antiquity to present, Korea has been the game changer of the entire history. 

Compared with their acreage and numbers they have had achieved various successes and they 

caused numerous numbers of significant events. Like every nation Koreans tried to protect 

their dignity and sustain their existence. For the sake of these purposes they fight, they lost 

and they start over. At first they were one unified country which held on to the ties of their 

common cultures, beliefs and history. But the terms were hard and destiny was never 

merciful.  

Under the effects of significant events like Chinese commanderies, monarchical rule of Silla, 

Mongol invasions, Russo-Japanese War and most importantly Japanese rule and the March 

First Movement, Korea have lost its unification and divided into two. Since the terms of the 

division both sides are facing the outcomes of the choice they made. As expected the tension 

was harsh and the problems had never been solved in a proper way, the fınal peace have 

never found.  

 

II. Korea under Japanese Rule 

Korea’s modern history was profoundly influenced by its thirty-five years (1910 to 1945) as a 

colony of Japan. The Japanese colonial regime established the basis of many of the economic, 

educational, and governmental institutions of Korea, while its authoritarian rule, its mass 

mobilization campaigns, and its attempt at forced assimilation touched the lives of almost 

every Korean, often in disturbing and even traumatizing ways. The first decade of colonial 

rule was particularly harsh, what Koreans have called the “dark period”. It was characterized 

by harsh political repression that suppressed cultural and political life. The press was under 

tight control, police permits were required for any public gathering, and all organizations and 

meetings which counted as political were prohibited. To emphasize their authority, Japanese 

officials, even schoolteachers, wore swords, although Koreans were not allowed to own any 

type of weapon. Tens of thousands of Koreans were arrested from 1910 to 1919 for political 

reasons. 

A. March First Movement 

Even though there were small nationalist exile groups and opponents within Korea from the 

time of the protectorate, a truly nationwide resistance movement to Japanese occupation first 

took place in March 1919. The end of World War I and the Versailles Peace Conference was 

the starting point of upcoming hopes for colonial peoples throughout the world.  

The March First Movement was a major turning point in Korean history. It has been marked 

by some historians as the birth of modern Korean nationalism. Others have seen it as not the 

beginning of Korean nationalism but its transformation from a small movement of isolated 

and scattered intellectuals and of tiny exile groups abroad to a mass movement that cut across 

class lines. An impressive number of women, villagers, non-elite urban and small-town 
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residents participated in it. A vision of Korea as a nation appeared to have emerged among 

many Koreans at this time. Domestically without achieving independence the demonstrations 

were suppressed, but they embarrassed the Japanese government and led it to change its 

policy towards Korea. 

World War II devastated not just Japan, but the Korean Peninsula, and in 1945, the United 

States and the USSR captured the peninsula and ended Japanese rule there. Korea 

was divided into two occupation zones that were intended to be temporary.  

 

III. The Terms of Division  

The liberation of Korea from Japanese rule has become the reason of its great national 

tragedy: the division of the country. During the closing days of World War II, several 

developments proved crucial in creating this division. Most important of these were: the 

contingencies of the allies as the war was coming to an end, the emerging rivalry between the 

Soviet Union and the United States, and the disorganized and divided nature of the Korean 

Nationalist Movement. The Korean Provisional Government (KPG), which had become 

virtually about to collapse by the mid-1920’s, revived during Japan’s invasion of China and 

had become closely associated with its sponsor, the Nationalist regime. “Nearly all their allies 

recognize Korean Provisional Government as the legal government of Korea but this was 

ignored by the United States. Instead, in early 1943 President Roosevelt and the British 

foreign secretary, Anthony Eden, agreed that Manchuria and Taiwan, or Formosa, as it was 

commonly called in the West at that time, would be returned to China and that Korea would 

be placed under a trusteeship with China, the United States, and one or two other countries.” 

While the idea of some sort of US and other allied-power occupation of Korea had been for a 

long time part of the plan for the postwar settlement, the division of Korea was the product of 

expediency. On August 6, 1945, the United States dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima; on 

August 8 the Soviet Union declared war on Japan and immediately began an offensive along 

Japan’s northern frontier in Sakhalin, Manchuria, and along the extreme northeast corner of 

Korea that borders Siberia. On August 9, the second atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki. 

The Japanese government began signaling its desire to surrender, and on August 15 it did so 

unconditionally. 

A. Republic of Korea 

On September 6 several hundred delegates from the people’s committees met in Seoul and 

declared the Korean People’s Republic (KPR). Syngman Rhee was named the chair, and Yo 

Un-hyong and the conservative businessman Kim Song-su were given prominent positions. 

The KPR might have brought hope of independence and development on both agriculture and 

industry, but it was a powerless organization since the authority resided with the U.S. military 

occupation forces, which never recognized it. 

Compared with well-organized Soviet occupation in the North, the American occupation was 

marked by confusion of purpose, lack of preparation and planning, mixed signals from 
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Washington, and the more open and chaotic politics of the South. General John R. Hodge, 

commander of the XXIV Corps in Okinawa, was selected to head the occupation force. U.S. 

forces arrived, landing at Inchon, on September 8. Acting under instructions from 

Washington, Hodge ignored a delegation from the KPR that sought to meet him at Inchon. 

The Americans received an enthusiastic greeting from the jubilant Koreans, who regarded 

them as liberators. As Hodge began working with conservatives, he criticized the KPR, 

declaring on October 10 that it had no authority. This helped to undermine the organization. 

As conservatives and moderates then left, it became an increasingly radical, Communist-

dominated organ.  

On October 16, Syngman Rhee arrived in Seoul Four days later, General Hodge introduced 

Rhee to the Korean public, while giving an air of official American endorsement to the 

longtime U.S.-based exile. At Hodge’s request, Kim Ku, the president of the Korean 

Provisional Government in China, and its vice president, Kim Kyu-sik, returned to Korea in 

November. The most effective political leader was Syngman Rhee, who used the anti-

trusteeship movement to advance his political stature. Rhee started out with his impeccable 

nationalist credentials, his personal prestige, and the impression that he was somehow the 

favorite of the Americans. As the Koreans were losing patience with the U.S. occupation, he 

was able to become a champion of immediate Korean independence over American 

trusteeship. 

 

B. Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

North Korea during the 1948–1950 period was a contrast to the instability of the Republic of 

Korea.  The Communist regime was firmly in command. The North Korea Workers’ Party, 

renamed in 1949 the Korea Workers’ Party after its merger with the South Korea Workers’ 

Party, consisted of Kim Il Sung and his partisans, who shared key positions with the Yanan 

Communists such as Kim Tu-bong, some prominent Soviet Koreans, and other southern 

Communists who had fled north. 

Furthermore, the North Korean regime of Kim Il Sung had few of the problems of legitimacy 

that weakened the North Korean government, since Kim Il Sung, his guerilla partisans, and 

the other Communists had untarnished credentials as patriotic and anti-Japanese resistance 

fighters. Kim Il Sung was not yet the absolute dictator he would later become, but he had the 

backing of the Soviets and was clearly in overall command of the state. For whatever reason, 

in October the Soviets eventually decided to promote him as the Communist leader in the 

North. He was publically introduced on October 14, and he began to gain control of the local 

Communist movement with the support and assistance of the Soviet Union. As the Soviets 

promoted Kim Il Sung, they removed local Communists who opposed him. In October 1945, 

the Soviets created the North Korea Branch Bureau of the Korean Communist Party, still 

headquartered in Seoul. In December of that year Kim Il Sung was appointed to its 

chairmanship. 
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Unlike the South, there was no significant internal opposition. The Korean Workers’ Party 

(KWP) was a mass organization of 700,000 members under his control. The Stalinist-model 

command economy that was constructed under Soviet tutelage was well suited for mobilizing 

the population for war. A confident North Korean government then sought to unify the 

country. 

 

IV. The Terms of War 

This rush of events leading to the final surrender of Japan came with an unexpected 

suddenness. Urgently, the State War Navy Coordinating Committee assigned Colonel Dean 

Rusk and Charles Bonesteel on the night of August 10–11 to draw up a line for the 

occupation of Korea by Soviet and American forces. While Soviet forces were already 

entering the North Korea, the closest American forces were 600 miles away in Okinawa and 

would not be able to reach South Korea for several weeks. It was therefore urgent that the 

United States work out an agreement to prevent the entire peninsula from falling into Soviet 

hands. By 1948, the country was divided in half at the 38th Parallel. South Korea ruled by 

Syngman Rhee with a capitalist regime on the other hand the North Korea ruled by Kim Il 

Sung which has a communist system. The withdrawal of Soviet troops started in 1948 and 

U.S. troops started in 1949. However, neither North nor the South accepted the border 

between them. On June 25, 1950 Soviet-backed communist North Korea crossed the 38th 

Parallel and invaded its U.S.-backed anti-communist South Korean neighbor. North Korea’s 

army was large and grew larger, with 150,000 men under arms by June 1950 compared to less 

than 100,000 in the Republic of Korea. It had much more experienced troops than South 

Korea’s military. North Korean People’s Army captured the capital city of South Korea: 

Seoul, then they occupied the entire South except for Pusan. In the meantime, Pusan became 

wartime capital of South Korea. 

On the other side, the plans of President Truman and U.S. were a lot different which contains 

the spread of communism. In their mind, if South Korea fell, so other countries ideologies 

would be affected by communism too. In order to prevent this from coming alive, United 

States prepared a resolution for United Nations Security Council. In those days the USSR was 

boycotting the council because their ally, the newly-communist PR China, was not accepted 

to the council. So, USSR was not there to use their veto for the resolution. At the same time, 

China’s seat was occupied by the pro-U.S. Chinese Nationalist government of Taiwan. At 

first, United Nations Security Council forewarned the North Korea for the withdrawal of 

North Korean People’s Army but that was ignored. As a result, on July 7, the United Nations 

Security Council established a unified military force under the command of United States, 

General Douglas MacArthur. Eventually sixteen nations contributed forces. By the spring of 

1951, this included 12,000 British, 8,500 Canadian, 5,000 Turkish, and 5,000 Filipino troops. 

But the UN action would mainly be an American operation, with the United States supplying 

the bulk of the troops, paying the cost, and taking total command.  
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By early August, the Chinese were already becoming concerned, and Mao had decided to 

send Chinese volunteers to assist Pyongyang if the U.S. forces were to reverse the tide of war. 

Meanwhile, General Douglas MacArthur, who had been put in command of the UN forces, 

came up with a daring plan to launch a surprise landing at Inchon, totally outflanking and 

trapping the Korean People’s Army. Over the objections of many military officials in 

Washington, who feared it was too risky, MacArthur brought 80,000 marines and 260 ships to 

Inchon, negotiating the treacherous tides and sandbars, and landed. Although Soviet and 

Chinese warnings had been made to Kim Il Sung that the Americans might land on the west 

coast, he was focusing on the Pusan perimeter and taken completely by surprise. U.S. and 

Republic of Korea forces fought their way back into Seoul, and by the end of September most 

of the Korean People’s Army was in nearly total disarray, although some Korean People’s 

Army forces managed to retreat intact up the east coast. North Korean forces had been 

defeated at a heavy cost for South Korea. After that, the North was no longer a threat.  

Unfortunately, the war did not stop at the end of September. MacArthur, as well as Syngman 

Rhee, was determined to “roll back” the North Koreans. MacArthur wanted the complete 

destruction of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea; the South Korean leaders wanted 

reunification, which now seemed so close. The UN resolution had only authorized that the 

North Koreans be repelled. Some in the United States and some allies, especially Britain, 

feared widening the war, for there was the possibility of Chinese or even Soviet intervention. 

China, which maintained no diplomatic relations with the United States, sent a warning in 

early October through India’s ambassador in Beijing that China would not tolerate a U.S. 

presence on its border.  

On September 30, Republic of Korea forces crossed the 38th Parallel in pursuit of the Korean 

People’s Army troops. Perhaps overconfident after the success of Inchon, Washington now 

gave MacArthur permission to destroy all Korean People’s Army forces and on October 7, 

the UN passed a vaguely worded resolution that approved the use of UN troops to cross the 

38th Parallel for the purpose of establishing a unified government. When the UN forces 

crossed into North Korea, the Chinese immediately made the decision to begin sending 

troops. Some members of the Chinese leadership hesitated about intervening; fearing a 

conflict with the United States, but Mao prevailed. He argued for the need to have a buffer to 

protect China; he did not want U.S. troops on his border. Mao also hoped to drive the 

American imperialists out of the Korean peninsula altogether and promote the revolutionary 

cause in Asia. Moreover, a war would be useful in consolidating the new regime’s hold over 

China and mobilizing the population. The Chinese forces came in as the Chinese People’s 

Volunteers (CPV), not as the regular People’s Liberation Army, but they were in fact regular 

forces led by veteran general Peng Dehuai.  

In November 24, General MacArthur began an offensive to complete the war before 

Christmas; in response, the Chinese counterattacked in force on November 27. Overextended 

and overconfident, the UN troops were forced into a full retreat. Chinese forces advanced as 

swiftly as the UN and Republic of Korea forces had done weeks earlier. On December 6, 

Chinese and North Koreans troops retook Pyongyang; within two weeks, almost all of North 

Korea was under Communist control. The Chinese advanced north, crossed the 38th Parallel 
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and retook Seoul on January 4, 1950. But by late January their offensive was losing 

momentum. Driven back to the thirty-seventh parallel, the UN forces regrouped and stopped 

the Chinese. A new offensive in February was repelled with enormous Chinese losses. The 

Chinese sought to compensate for their inferior firepower by launching massive assaults, the 

so-called “human wave” tactic, but the UN forces were able to repulse these and retake Seoul 

on March 15. The city had changed hands for the fourth time in less than a year. On October 

12, 1950, they captured Pyongyang, the North Korean capital, and then the Yalu River which 

was their border with the communist China. China retaliated by helping the North Koreans, 

sending 250.000 Chinese troops. After that the UN troops were pushed out of North Korea 

with heavy losses. By January 1951, Chinese-backed North Korean troops had occupied 

Seoul. General MacArthur wanted to use the atom bomb on China but the president Truman 

went back to a policy of containment. Efforts in this direction, however, were undermined by 

MacArthur, who stated his position in a public “no substitute for victory” letter that called for 

widening the war. On April 11, 1951, Truman dismissed MacArthur as commander, replacing 

him with General Matthew Ridgeway, a competent and more obedient commander. 

The Truman administration, having pushed the Communist forces back to roughly around the 

38th Parallel on June 1951, was willing to negotiate a truce. In July 1951, formal negotiations 

began as representatives of the Chinese People’s Volunteers, the Korean People’s Army, and 

the United Nations command met. The war, however, would continue for two more years. 

The initial problems the creation of a line of demarcation for the two Koreas, the 

establishment of a demilitarized zone, and the creation of a Military Armistice Commission 

were agreed on. The main stumbling block was the issue of prisoner exchange. The UN held 

95,000 Korean People’s Army and 20,000 Chinese People’s Volunteers prisoners; the 

Communists held 16,000 Republic of Korea and a small number of UN prisoners. The UN 

command insisted that the prisoner repatriation be voluntary, while the Chinese and North 

Koreans insisted on a general exchange. Many North Korean prisoners and some Chinese did 

not want to return. The small number of North Koreans and Chinese who opted for exchange 

was unacceptable to the Communists. By early 1952 the talks were at a logjam and no 

compromise was decided upon. Meanwhile, the conflict continued both in the land and air. 

No one knows for certain the extent of the losses; one estimate places the toll at 750,000 

military and 800,000 civilian deaths. Of the military deaths, 300,000 were from the North 

Korean Army, 227,000 from the ROK Army, 200,000 from the Chinese People’s Volunteers 

(some estimates place this figure much higher, as many as 500,000). About 37,000 Americans 

and 4,000 UN allies were killed. Civilian casualties are hard to estimate. On the high end, one 

UN estimate places the number of South Koreans who died of all causes including disease, 

exposure, and starvation at 900,000. North Korean casualties were probably higher. 
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V. Finalizing the Conflict and the Armistice 

The election of General D. Eisenhower as the president United States, in November 1952, 

who had promised to end the conflict, was followed by his visit to Korea and after two years 

of negotiations an armistice was signed on July 27, 1953 at Panmunjom, on the 38th Parallel. 

The armistice was signed by UN, North Korea, and China. It came into force without 

Syngman Rhee’s signature because of his personal charisma and oratorical skills were 

important in the proposed agreement which was dividing the fatherland into two, and the 

South believed the region had to be “independent and unified”. Like Rhee, the North Korean 

leader Kim Il-Sung also sought complete unification.  

The Article 60 of the armistice called for a political conference to be held in 3 months "to 

ensure the peaceful settlement of the Korean question". This mentioned conference was hold 

in Geneva, Switzerland, missing the three-months timeline for six times. Participants in the 

talks on the conflict in Korea were the United States, the Soviet Union, France, China, and 

North and South Korea. The peace agreement on the Korean peninsula was officially raised at 

the conference, by Chinese diplomat Zhou Enlai with the U.S. Secretary of Defense, John 

Foster Dulles, but no progress was made. Thus the United States avoided talking upon “Peace 

Treaty on the Korean Peninsula", in spite of criticism from the other representatives at the 

conference about their negative attitude. 

Another subsequent event occurred in 1975, when the United Nations General Assembly 

adopted resolutions endorsing the desirability of replacing the Armistice Agreement with a 

peace treaty thus dissolving the United Nations Command. This was followed by North 
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Korean attempts to start peace discussions with the United States, however, who believed 

influencing China to restrict North Korean actions would be more operative. 

In October 1996, the United Nations Security Council, by a statement of the President of the 

Council, urged that the Armistice Agreement should be fully observed until replaced by a 

new peace mechanism. Approving nations included the United States and the People's 

Republic of China, two of the armistice's signatories, effectively refuting any suggestion that 

the armistice was no longer in force. 

Even though many statements were made regarding the peace treaty and armistice agreement, 

until this day DPR Korea threatened the South regarding the dismantlement of the mentioned 

agreement, many times. In 2009, for example, they have declared that they wouldn’t be 

bound by it anymore, since the South was joining a United States-led anti-proliferation plan. 

Before then, the official central news agency of Pyongyang (KCNA) stated that it may have 

had “no option” to stop honoring the armistice due to United States’ “persistent war moves”.  

However, in Panmunjom Declaration which was a result of the table-turning Inter-Korean 

Peace Summit of 2018, leaders of both Koreas committed themselves to denuclearization as 

well as continuing talks to bring a formal end to conflict. They have agreed to convert the 

armistice into a peace treaty, officially ending the 65 year war; but then again DPR Korea 

called off the talks with the South, blaming US-South joint military exercises. 

Therefore, there is still a war between these two countries. None of them achieved their goals 

as well: destructing the opposing regime and reunifying the divided peninsula with their own 

government. Thus, this issue is one of the biggest obstacles in the way of a peaceful Korean 

peninsula, since it has played the role of an excuse for aggression many times.  

 

VI. South-North Korea Relations after the War 

Marking the end of Cold War, an economic crisis emerged in the North of the 38th parallel, as 

well as the hopes for a near reunification of the fatherland. Many North Koreans started to 

flee to the South, which’s numbers increased day by day. At the same time, the concern over 

North Korean Nuclear Program led to the Agreed Framework of 1994 between the United 

States and North Korea. This was a major nuclear deal in which DPR agreed to freeze its 

nuclear facilities in return for 500.000 tons of fuel oil as well as 2 alternative nuclear power 

plants that could be used to provide electricity-matters only. 

In 1998, the Sunshine Policy towards North Korea was announced by the South Korean 

President of the time, Kim Dae-jung. This, despite many struggles and nearly-happened-

conflicts, fortunately led to the first Inter-Korean Summit. In June 2000, the meeting 

happened between Kim Dae-jung and Kim Jong-il; since it was a milestone regarding 

peaceful negotiations between the two nations, Kim Dae-jung’s efforts resulted in him 

winning the Nobel Peace Prize at the same year. Family reunion followed in August. In 

September, the North and South Korean teams marched together at the Sydney Olympics.  
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Improved trade relations followed soon after as well. It increased so much that at some point 

South Korea was North Korea’s largest trading partner; starting in 1998, the Mount Kumgang 

Tourist region was developed as a joint venture North Korea government and Hyundai, in 

2003 Kaesong Industrial Region was established to allow South Korean businessmen to 

invest in North. Simply, both sides put much effort in their trade partnership. 

The June 15, 2000 Joint Declaration which was signed by the two leaders at the first summit 

ever explicitly stated that the second one would take place at an appropriate time. It was also 

planned to hold the meeting in South Korea, but rather than that, South Korean president of 

the time Roh Moo-hyun walked across the Korean Demilitarized Zone in 2007, travelled to 

Pyongyang and attended the talks with Kim Jong-il. Both sides once again endorsed the 

essence of June 15 Joint Declaration and discussed various issues related to realizing the 

advancement of South-North relations, peace in the Korean peninsula, common prosperity of 

the people and the unification of Korea. On October 4, a peace declaration was signed 

between North and South, which called to replace the armistice that ended the Korean War 

with a permanent peace treaty.  

The so-called Sunshine Policy was officially ended by the newly-elected South Korean 

president Lee Myung-bak in 2010. On March in the same year, a naval ship of South Korea 

with a crew of 104 sank in the Yellow Sea. Seoul first stated that there was an explosion and 

they were having investigations upon the attack, the president convened an emergency 

meeting with the security officials and ordered the military to focus on the sailors. In May, an 

international team of researchers published results which claimed the attack to be made by 

North Korea but they have rejected the data. However, South agreed to it and declared that 

Seoul would cut all the trade with North Korea. This was a move specifically to hurt North 

Korea both financially and diplomatically. The North responded by denying such claims and 

severing the connections between the two countries as well as stating that they abolished the 

previous non-aggression agreement. 

On November 23, 2010, North Korea’s artillery aimed fire at South Korea’s Yeonpyeong 

Island in the Yellow Sea. As expected, the South returned fire. Two marines and two civilians 

of the South were killed and more than 12 were wounded including three civilians. 

Approximately 10 North Koreans were believed to be dead even though the government of 

the North denies this fact. The town was eventually emptied also South Korean president Lee 

Myung-bak ordered the destruction of a nearby North Korean missile base in case of any 

other provocation. Thus, the only and official news agency of the North announced that they 

have aimed fire only after the South “recklessly fired into our sea area”. 

Marking the December of 2012, North Korea launched a technological satellite and it reached 

orbit. In response, United States of America deployed its warships in the North Korean 

region. January-September of 2013 witnessed a heating tension in between the two Koreas, 

Japan and the United States which all occurred because of the United Nations Security 

Council resolution which condemned the North for the action they have taken regarding the 

orbit. This crisis was also supported with nuclear attack threats to South Korea, Japan and 

United States under the new North Korean administration of Kim Jong Un.  



13 

 

In March of 2014, a crashed drone which was alleged to belong to North was found near Paju, 

the cameras contained pictures of the Blue House and some military facilities near the 

Demilitarized Zone (hereinafter referred as DMZ). At the end of the month, another one was 

found near Baengnyeongdo also in the same condition following the attacks in NLL. In 

September, another crashed drone was found by a fisherman at the same place once again and 

was reported to be similar to those who were found before. 

Moving on into 2015, a mine went off at the DMZ, wounding 2 Southern soldiers. Seoul 

accused the North of planting the mine even though DPR denied it. After, the South restarted 

propaganda to the North. On August 20, North Korea fired a shell on the city of Yeoncheon. 

The South launched several artillery rounds in response. There were no casualties in the 

South but many local residents have evacuated. This caused both sides to adopt pre-war 

statuses, which actually shows the importance of this event. A talk which was held by high 

level officers in the Panmunjeom in order to relieve the rising tension began on 22nd of 

August and continued the next day. While the talks were going on, the North deployed over 

70% of their submarines which increased the tension once again. However, the talks 

continued on the next day and finally ended on 25th of August, when both parties reached a 

conclusion & agreement and military tensions were relieved. 

Despite the peace talks within South and North during September of 2016, the North 

continued to make progress on their missile testing. They also carried out their 5th nuclear test 

as a part of the country’s 68th anniversary since its founding. In addition and as a regarding 

response, the South revealed that they were planning to assassinate Kim Jong-un. 

Consequently, the domestic policies of the countries effected their economic relations as well 

as trade and diplomatic conditions they had to offer. The Sunshine Engagement Policy 

actually helped these countries to grow and strengthen their ties, and when it came to an end 

with the first conservative administration of the South, enormous crises occurred. 

But when Moon Jae-in was elected with the hopes of returning the Sunshine Policy, things 

began to shift. Kim Jong Un addressed the countries in his New Year speech for 2018, he also 

proposed to send a delegation to the upcoming Olympics in South. Also, the Seoul-

Pyongyang hotline was opened once again after many years. The countries marched together 

in the opening ceremony of the Olympics, and attended with a united team to the women’s 

hockey team. Alongside athletes the North also sent high level delegation and performers, 

which included Kim Yo Yong, the sister of Kim Jong Un, and President Kim Yong Nam. 

They have passed an invitation for President Moon to visit North Korea.  

In March, a South Korean delegation travelled to North to meet with Kim, and then to 

Washington to pass on an invitation for Mr. Trump to meet Kim. Meanwhile, propaganda on 

both sides had stopped. Kim and his wife even attended a concert with South Korean K-Pop 

stars in Pyongyang. These were the signs of something much bigger approaching, which was 

the Inter-Korean Summit of 2018. 

On April 27th the leaders met in the South Korean side of the Joint Security Area. This 

meeting had great importance since it was the first time that a Korean leader passed on the 
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Southern territory since the Korean War. The summit ended with both of them promising for 

a denuclearized Korea.  

At this summit, the leaders agreed to work on removing the all nuclear weapons from the 

Korean territory and to put an official end to the Korean War until the end of the year. As a 

part of the Panmunjom Declaration which was signed at the end of the summit, both sides 

called for the end of long-standing military activities in the region of the Korean border and a 

reunification of Korea. Thus, the leaders of the region's two divided states agreed to work 

together to connect and modernize their border railways. This matter played a really 

important role in the improvement of inter-Korean relations as well. 

In May, militaries of DPR Korea began removing their propaganda loudspeakers from the 

border area with the South as a part of the declaration. However, even though the relations 

were growing, the situation got tense when the North called off high-level tasks with the 

South, as a result of their increasing military relationship with the United States. 

President Moon and President Kim met once again in May. This second summit was not 

announced and rather unexpected, and was held in the North portion of the Joint Security 

Area. It was mostly about President Kim’s upcoming summit with Donald Trump.  

After these summits, another one was scheduled for President Kim and President Trump to 

attend in Singapore. Trump said at a meeting with Moon at May, that the North must meet 

conditions for the summit to go ahead, and that “the denuclearization must take place”. Even 

though Trump cancelled the meeting at May 24, the following day left the opportunity for it 

to happen. On June 1, Trump stated that the June 12 Summit would occur as planned. This 

announcement came after Kim Jong-un's right-hand man, Kim Yong-chol, came to the White 

House to talk about the denuclearization of Korea. After all, the summit finally happened 

while South Korean officials declared it as a success. 

Another significant event concerned military-related components. South Korea proclaimed on 

June 23, 2018 that it would not conduct annual military exercises with the United States’ 

exercise program in September, and would also stop its own drills in the Yellow Sea, in order 

to not provoke North Korea and to continue peaceful relations. On July 1, 2018 South and 

North Korea have resumed their hotline for preventing accidental clashes between their 

military vessels around the Northern Limit Line in the West (Yellow) Sea. On  July 17, 2018, 

South and North Korea fully restored their military communication line on the western part of 

the peninsula. 

 

VII. Improved Inter-Korean Relations 

Inter-Korean relations can be simplified as the economic, diplomatic, military-based and 

political relations between the two Koreas. The situation of these relations changed time to 

time due to the political context of the times; they sometimes improved to points in which the 
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South was the North’s biggest partner in trade, and sometimes they declined so much that 

peace was seen as a long-gone option. 

Since the War, the two Koreas have taken vastly different paths, but tension of the peninsula 

has remained substantial. Indeed, as reported many times, since the “end” of the war, there 

have been numerous attacks, troop infiltrations and clashes between them. Besides, North 

Korea became increasingly isolated from the world, with North Koreans living under a 

restricted rule while the country also focused on pursuing nuclear ambitions to help it secure 

power on the international community. Alongside this, the South became a democratic 

republic and increasingly aligned with countries in the West. 

The conditions of Inter-Korean relations, as aforementioned, have depended and still depends 

on the political wills and alignments of these countries. Usually, the South’s relationship with 

United States, both diplomatic and military-based, is a trigger for the North, as we have seen 

in past examples. Thus they still have different economic and internal policies indeed: North 

was and still is a communist state, and South was strongly anti-communist which later 

expectably evolved into a capitalist economy. 

Simply, the two Koreas’ differences, mainly politic and economic ones, are the reasons 

behind their struggling relations with each other, thus the world. In order to improve these so-

called relations, one of the biggest steps was taken in the Panmunjom Declaration of 2018. It 

included: 

a) Promotion of common prosperity and reunification of Korea through dramatic 

improvement and development of inter-Korean relations by and with the help of: 

● Continuing high-level working-level talks for the full implementation and 

implementation of the agreement 

● Establishing Joint Liaison Office in Gaeseong between South and North Korea 

● Multilateral cooperation and exchange 

● Inter-Korean Red Cross talks and reunions of separated-families on 15 August 

2018 

● Connecting and modernizing roads with Donghae and Gyeongui railways 

 

VIII. Recent North Korea-United States Relations 

President Donald J. Trump and Chairman Kim Jong Un had an unforgettable summit in 

Singapore on June 12, 2018. The summit was mainly a breakthrough between the technically 

fighting nations. It signaled the United States was prepared to recognize North Korea as a 

‘normal country’ and also the former’s settlement of a standoff over latter’s nuclear arsenal. 

Though the summit has pulled the Korean Peninsula back from the brink of nuclear war, yet it 
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was too early to conclude that the process of ending the nuclear weapons program of North 

Korea had begun. 

The North Korean ruling elite are aware of the American’s limitations. Despite having 

confidence in their nuclear deterrent, they are weary of economic sanctions. They realize the 

destabilizing responses of economic instability. Therefore, they desire a diplomatic 

breakthrough with Americans for economic and political necessities without compromising 

on their nuclear arsenal. The Trump administration’s projected objective for the summit was 

to denuclearize the Korean Peninsula. Otherwise, South Korea and Japan would soon alter 

their nuclear nonproliferation policies. 

A. The Four Articles of the Summit 

The most important topic of the summit was that North Korea facing economic difficulties 

and wanting to become integrated with the global system by lifting the U.S. embargo in order 

to lower its heavy burden. The second article foresaw the two countries working together to 

bring peace to Korean Peninsula. Afterwards, the third article focused on ensuring the Korean 

Peninsula was free from nuclear weapons, by being subjected to  the Panmunjom Declaration 

becomes relevant. Although some points regarding limits on nuclear tests were shared with 

the press, the situation was unclear. The USA had a direct threat perception from North Korea 

with Guam; which is 3500 kilometres away from Korea, housing the U.S. Andersen Base 

with 6000 troops coming within the range of North Korea’s Hwasong 12 missile with a range 

of 4500 kilometres and Kim’s increasing missile tests. The fourth and final article concerned 

the general framework for work on locating, identifying and returning the missing bodies 

from the war. 

 

IX. Timeline of Events 

December 6, 2018: Moon Jae-in calls for a meeting with North Korean ambassadors in order 

to negotiate upon the terms of a possible Common Railway that can be built on the 38th 

parallel. 

December 24, 2018: The Special Meeting on the Common Railway takes place in Singapore 

and officials agree upon setting the date as July 13, 2019 which connects capitals of both 

Koreas and is going to have two check-up points (one in DMZ, one in Pyongsan). 

February 18, 2019: America's Vice-president Mike Pence accused Chinese regime of 

obtaining “American intellectual property, the foundation of their economic leadership, by 

any means necessary” 

March 30, 2019: Trump administration increases the aluminum tariffs by 15 percent, which 

is imported from China. 

April 1, 2019: Chinese government increases the steel tariffs by 17 percent, which is 

imported from United States. 
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July 13, 2019: The constructions of the common railway starts. 

September 3, 2019: Supreme People’s Assembly elects Kim Jong Un as chief of state. 

May 6, 2020: Chairman Kim Jong Un attends a science-expo in Seoul, with the request of 

president Moon Jae-in and they introduce the minimalized model of the Common Railway. 

June 15, 2020: A group of unknown aggressors slaughter Muslims from a transporter by 

using M249, near by a mosque in Kreuzberg, Berlin. 

June 16, 2020: Organization of Islamic Co-operation (OIC) and President Erdoğan condemn 

the slaughter of their religious fellows. President Erdoğan uses the words “We are surely 

aware of the Islamophobic occasions and this is the final straw and we are ready to answer 

back.” 

June 24, 2020: OIC hosts a summit in Ankara, Turkey with the participation of Vice 

Chancellor of Germany, Olaf Scholz. Mr. Scholz declared their sorrow for the event and he 

publicly named the ones who are guilty. 

July 8, 2020: Turkey, Russia and China officially start using TRY, RUB and CNY for their 

trade partnership instead of USD. 

November 3, 2020: Presidential Elections in United States America takes place. Donald J. 

Trump gains the majority. 

June 28, 2021: The Syrian regime falls. 

June 29, 2021: UN Secretary-General calls for an Ad-Hoc meeting with the members of 

Group of Twenty. 

July 2, 2021: The Ad-Hoc committee decides to disarm the Syrian territory which will be 

ruled under the authority UN and protected by UN Peacekeeping Forces. 

August 7, 2021: Global Fire Power declares there is lack of 500,000 barrels in Syrian petrol 

reserves while there needs to be 1,480,000,000 barrels. 

August 8, 2021: Chinese president Xi Jinping claims U.S. for the responsible of missing 

barrels. 

August 8, 2021: President Trump makes a public speech and uses the words “America has 

now pledged to fight back hard on all fronts and win against the degenerated Chinese 

Government”. 

August 26, 2021:  A meeting takes place between Chinese and U.S. ambassadors in 

Washington DC. The meeting finishes without any sings of agreement. 

September 9, 2021: The biggest economic conflict in history starts (Between United States 

and China). 

September 21, 2021: Chinese government calls back their local businessman who were 

investing in United States on behalf of China.  
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October 3, 2021: USD loses value over EUR for 1.37%.  

January 15, 2022: Construction of the Common Railway officially finishes. 

January 20, 2022: Chairman Kim Jong Un and President Mon Jae-in attends the grand 

opening ceremony of the Common Railway and the first delivery happens. 

February 15, 2022: Chinese imports increases over 7 trillion dollars. 

April 13, 2022: The tariffs between U.S. and China increase over 24% and 38% on $375bn 

of imports. 

May 14, 2022: Presidential elections in South Korea take place. Moon Jae-in takes the 

majority. 

July 17, 2022: Shanghai Cooperation Organization decides to decrease their imports with 

U.S. and meanwhile increase the one's with China. 

December 26, 2022: The Common Railway explodes near by the check-up point in Pyongsan 

while loaded with oil, steel and uranium. The responsible is unknown…  

 

IX. Further Reading 

● Key Points and Developments in East Asia, 20th CENTURY: Korea as a Colony of 

Japan, 1910/ 1945 

● http://caforumonline.net/CAFHandlerPDF.ashx?ID=403 

● The Economist, June 2nd and 8th, Asia, All Aboard the Peace Train Again 

● Why Singapore is the Right Place for the Trump-KIM Summit, Council on Foreign 

Relations, https: / / www.cfr.org /blog/why-singapore -right-place-trump-kim-summit, 

Accessed: 15 September 2018. 

● The Economist, June 16th and 22nd, 2018, Briefing, Enough to make a Rodman cry 

● http://www.politicalavenue.com/languageschool/Korean%20Language%20Learning%

20Pack%20(Updated)/05%20Culture,%20Society,%20History,%20Tourism/A%20Hi

story%20of%20Korea%20From%20Antiquity%20to%20the%20Present.pdf 

● https://www.cnn.com/2013/06/28/world/asia/korean-war-fast-facts/index.html 

● The Diplomatical Observer, July, 2018, Will Trump-KIM Summit Lead the 

Denuclarization of the Korean Peninsula? 

● The Economist, May 26th and June 1st, 2018, Asia, North Korea Under KIM Jong Un, 

Pastel-coloured Penury 

http://www.politicalavenue.com/languageschool/Korean%20Language%20Learning%20Pack%20(Updated)/05%20Culture,%20Society,%20History,%20Tourism/A%20History%20of%20Korea%20From%20Antiquity%20to%20the%20Present.pdf
http://www.politicalavenue.com/languageschool/Korean%20Language%20Learning%20Pack%20(Updated)/05%20Culture,%20Society,%20History,%20Tourism/A%20History%20of%20Korea%20From%20Antiquity%20to%20the%20Present.pdf
http://www.politicalavenue.com/languageschool/Korean%20Language%20Learning%20Pack%20(Updated)/05%20Culture,%20Society,%20History,%20Tourism/A%20History%20of%20Korea%20From%20Antiquity%20to%20the%20Present.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2013/06/28/world/asia/korean-war-fast-facts/index.html
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● The Economist, October 20th and 26th, 2018, Asia, Democratising South Korea's 

Economy 

● North Korea Leadership Watch, http://www.nkleadershipwatch.org/leadership-

biographies/choe-ryong-hae/ 
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