
ŞAHİNKAYA MODEL UNITED NATIONS 2019 

UNITED STATES SENATE 

RULES OF PROCEDURE 

I. General Provisions 

• The main procedure of the United States Senate is the Şahinkaya MUN 2019 

Rules of Procedure. 

• The Vice-President having taken the chair, following the prayer by the Chaplain, 

and a quorum being present. The daily session of the United States Senate 

commences. 

• The session starts with The Vice-President leads the Senate from the dais in 

reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States. The President 

will read the following text and senators are expected to repeat: 

I pledge Allegiance to the flag  

of the United States of America  

and to the Republic for which it stands,  

one nation under God, indivisible,  

with Liberty and Justice for all. 

• The Vice-President may request a speech from a senator in order to address to the 

Senate regarding the topic that should be further discussed by the party of the 

Senator or all the Senate itself. 

• The House of Representatives has the authority not to accept the Proposed 

Amendment which is proposed by the Senate. 

• Since the committee has only one agenda item. Agenda-setting process of the 

United States Senate will be done by the Secretariat, therefore senators will not be 

able to raise a motion for setting the agenda item.  



• All senators must show diplomatic courtesy at all times. There are some special 

courtesies in the Senate such as; 

i. When addressing to another Senator, stating directly the name of the 

Senator is not practised and appreciated. Therefore, addressing as ‘The 

Senator from Texas’ or ‘My Senior Friend’ are appreciated. 

ii. Addressing to the Vice-President as ‘Chair’ or ‘Committee-Board’ is 

not accepted. But as, ‘Vice-President of the Country’, ‘President of The 

Senate’, ‘Honourable President’ or ‘Presidency’ is accepted. 

iii. Senators are allowed to support another speech by knocking the table, 

but clapping is only allowed if the Presidency allows the Senate to do 

so. 

iv. Making comments or any kind sound that disrupts a senator’s speech is 

strictly prohibited. 

• No electronic devices are allowed during the moderated caucuses in the United 

States Senate. 

• Notes between senators are to be distributed by the Sergeant-at-Arms present in 

the Senate. 

II. Voting Procedures 

There are four types of voting procedures in the Senate: voting by placards, voice vote, 

recorded vote and roll call vote. 

• Voting by placards is when senators raise their placards in order for their votes to 

be cast by the Vice-President. 

• Voice vote procedure requires the senators to cast their votes by exclaiming ‘Aye’ 

or ‘Nay’ after the Vice-President states the question. Vice-President then 

announces the results according to his or her best judgement. Senators are not 

allowed to stay abstain in this voting. 



• A recorded vote can be started if a senator declines the result of the voice vote due 

to a possibility of a conflict of interest. All the senators have to come to the stage 

and vote on by one. All the senators will be called and expected the to cast their 

votes by the depositing read or green ballots in the the ballot box. (Red ballot 

representing ‘Nay’, green ballot representing ‘Yea’) 

• Roll call vote is when Vice-President requires the senators to cast their votes by 

exclaiming ‘Aye’, ‘Nay’ or ‘Abstain’. 

III. Structure of the Senate 

• The United States Senate consists of the President of the Senate (Vice-President of 

the United States of America) and 50 senators that represent 50 states from the 

112th Congress.  

• The United States Senate takes place between the years of January 3 2009, and 

January 3 2013.  

• The Senate Conference Chairmen, Majority and Minority leaders and Whips shall 

have the same rights with other senators besides their duties. Length of these 

speeches shall be decided by the President of the Senate. 

IV. Acts and Bills 

The Final document of the United States Senate will be an Act. The bills are the principal 

vehicle employed by lawmakers for introducing their proposals (enacting or repealing laws, 

for example) in the Senate. Bills are designated S. 1, S. 2, and so on depending on the order in 

which they are introduced. Bills will be introduced to the Presidency one by one, and after the 

all bills are written and accepted by the House of Representatives, the senators are expected to 

put all of their bills into the last document, which is an Act, with statements of the Senate 

regarding the issue via preambulatory clauses and all the amendments. Bills will be proposed 

under the name of “Proposed Amendment to Texts of the Acts”. In order bills to pass and 

become an Act, its needs 2/3 majority in the Senate. Here is a sample Act for the Senate: 



SENATE 2247 

 

To amend the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to provide assistance for programs and 
activities to protect the water quality of Puget Sound, and for other purposes. 

"  

IN THE SENATE 

APRİL 10, 2019 

Mr HECK (for himself and Mr KİLMER) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 

"  

A BILL 

To amend the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to provide assistance for programs and 
activities to protect the water quality of Puget Sound, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Promoting United Government Efforts To Save Our Sound 
Act” or the “PUGET SOS Act”. 

SECTION 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 

(1) Puget Sound and its tributary waters are one of the most ecologically diverse 
ecosystems in North America with natural resources that have ecological, economic, and 
cultural importance to the United States and the many Tribal nations that have stewarded it for 
millennia. The health and productivity of Puget Sound is not only the cornerstone of the 
region’s quality of life and vibrant economy, but its word-class salmon fishery, commercial 
aquaculture, agriculture, and port activities ripple throughout the Nation. 

(2) Threats to Puget Sound, such as water pollution, sediment contamination, 
environmental degradation, and habitat loss, jeopardize the economic productivity and natural 
resources that support the increasing population of the region. 

(3) For nearly a decade, State, local, and Tribal governments, cooperative partnerships, 
and concerned citizens have worked together in a deliberate and coordinated way to direct and 



manage public resource allocation toward habitat restoration, improving water quality and 
shellfish farms, and developing a body of scientific knowledge, all of which have advanced 
the Puget Sound recovery efforts. 

(4) Tribal governments with treaty-reserved rights in the natural resources of Puget 
Sound have long served as co-managers of fishery resources, have engaged in Puget Sound 
Partnership processes and public forums to encourage a holistic and scientific 
approach to recovery efforts, and have continued in their role as stewards of Puget Sound, 
including by engaging with multi-faceted restoration and protection actions, and are thus an 
indispensable, equal partner in all Puget Sound recovery actions. 

(5) Despite significant and nationally recognized accomplishments, the rate of 
damage to Puget Sound still exceeds the rate of recovery. To outpace mounting pollutants and 
other cascading negative impacts, the next step in fortifying the recovery system is to align 
Federal recovery and protection efforts seamlessly with State, local, and Tribal investments. 

(6) At this time, water and air pollution, sediment contamination, habitat loss and 
decline, and water flow disruption continue to devastate the fish, marine mammal, bird, and 
shellfish populations of Puget Sound, threatening local economies and Tribal treaty rights and 
contributing to— 

(A) significant declines in the populations of wild Chinook Salmon, Coho Salmon, 
Summer Chum Salmon, Steelhead, and Pacific Herring, which are essential food sources 
for humans, fish, seabirds, mammals, and other wildlife; 

(B) risks to the sustainability of fish and shellfish populations, and their food 
chains, reproductive cycles, and habitats, which also threaten Federal obligations to 
protect Tribal resources culture, traditions, and economies; 

(C) 113 marine species being listed at risk or vulnerable to extinction, 
according to State, Federal, and provincial lists that identify the species of Puget Sound 
and surrounding areas, including the iconic population of southern resident Orca whales; 

(D) sediment contaminated with toxic substances (such as polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs), heavy metals (mercury), and oil (grease)), all of which are polluting 
Puget Sound, threatening public health, and posing significant dangers to humans, fish, 
and wildlife; 

(E) rivers and beaches that fail to meet water quality standards and become unsafe 
for salmon, as well as business and recreational activities, such as fishing and swimming; 

(F) the closing of shellfish beds from contaminated pollution caused by sources 
such as stormwater and agricultural runoff; and 

(G) mortalities and morbidity in shellfish due to the acidification of Puget Sound. 


